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Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast is Friday,
November 20th, at Faith!
This year we are again joining with our friends across Florin
for two prayer breakfasts. We already met at St. Anthony's on
Oct. 30th and will meet here at Faith at Friday, Nov. 20th from
7:00-8:00 a.m. We do hope you will join us for some food,
fellowship and prayer. If you are able, please bring a brunch
casserole to share. The Fellowship Committee will provide
baked goods, fresh fruit, juice and coffee. Questions? Please
call Lori Rapier 267-3614.

Annual Pocket Community Thanksgiving
Worship
Tuesday, November 24th ~ 7:00 p.m.
Greenhaven Lutheran Church (Florin &
Gloria)
Come join other Pocket congregations as we worship
together and give thanks to God for the abundant blessings
we have received. An offering will be collected at the
service to help the hungry in our community. This is a longstanding tradition in our community and a wonderful
opportunity to connect with our brothers and sisters in other
congregations. All are welcome!

What Are Those Elders Up to Now?
Highlights from Our November Session Meeting
The following are some of the decisions which were made this month at Session (elder board) and some of the
areas of ministry which were celebrated. We hope you share in the enthusiasm of Session in all that God is
doing in our midst. As a reminder, Session meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 here at
church. Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and church members are always encouraged to
come listen in. We’ll even share our snacks!
A Reminder of our Trust – In addition to the guidance from scripture and from our Book of Order, Session
also has a list of “Unwritten Rules” to which we adhere. This past month we took a moment to remind
ourselves of Rule #5 on that list which states: “We trust one another. Since FPC is a growing congregation
with many areas of ministry, we must be divided into committees to do our work. It is impossible for any one
person to know all the things that can happen in ministry in and around FPC. Therefore, it is imperative that we
place trust in one another’s leadership and oversight. Written committee reports should be thorough so that
information is available on significant ministry decisions. Whenever necessary, elders should seek out more
information in a spirit of trust and respect.”
Session Seeks Discernment on Possible Staffing Changes – Though no final decisions have been made, our
Session is now carefully considering a possible rearrangement and/or enhancement of our property maintenance
staff. Our Property Maintenance team, under the lead of elder Dave Williamson, has been working tireless on
this issue for many months now. We anticipate a decision in the next month or two. Session, at the request of
our Lay Ministry team, is also looking closely at expanding our leadership when it comes to the area of
communication. One option along these lines would be the creation of a new staff position.
Vision Team Set to Travel to Ethiopia in March – Session enthusiastically voted to send Maria Rodriguez,
Walt McDaniel, and Pastor Jeff Chapman to represent Faith on a World Vision sponsored vision trip to Ethiopia
March 4-13, 2010. This trip will be another key step in our participation in Sacramento Hope, an initiative
which was formally introduced to the congregation on Sunday, November 8th. Watch for further updates on this
initiative in future editions of PresbyNews (including an article in this edition by Walt McDaniel).
If you ever have any questions for any of our elders, a complete list of names, areas of ministry, contact info, and even
photos can be found on our web page at http://www.faithpresby.org/modules/fp_faith/?tac=3

Food Closet Calendars
What Are Those Elders Up to Now?
This is the time
of Our
year when
mostSession
of us receive
far more
Highlights
from
October
Meeting
2010 calendars than we can use. But the Food Closet
Welcome
Faith’s
Newest
Members!!
clients
are not on
such elegant
mailing lists
and therefore
. welcome your unwanted calendars. Leave them in the
narthex. Contact Betty Park for information.

This Season’s Hard Lessons in Love and Hope
Pastor Jeff Chapman
In some ways this has been a very difficult season in the life of our church. In
particular, our Faith community has gathered seven different times for memorial
services in the last month or so. By any standards, that is a lot of loss.
Some among us who long-loved these dear people have been, of course,
profoundly affected. But even if you are somebody who did not know any of the
individuals who are now gone from our midst, even you are going to be affected
because your community is affected.
There are a lot of things I can say about all this. I’ll limit myself to just two.
First, I have visibly reminded of the depth of love which exists in this congregation.
I know that when people die, it’s not uncommon for people around them to extend their sympathies and to offer
support. I know that. But in this place it goes much deeper than that. Because when our own families these
past weeks have sustained heart-breaking losses and the our community has gathered around them, Christ
himself has gathered.
When I say that, I say that literally. You, the people of God, have become the hands, and the hearts, and the
ears, and the voice of Christ in this time for these hurting people. Through the community, the church, God
shares the pain, and the grief, and the ache of those who are hurting. Through the community, the church, God
extends the grace, and the comfort, and the hope of Christ. It reminds me of what Paul writes when he teaches
us in I Corinthians 12 that the church is the body of Christ. In verse 26 of that chapter he writes, “If one part [of
the body] suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” I have seen that
with my own two eyes right here at Faith.
Second, I have also been so powerfully reminded of the depth of hope which exists in this congregation.
As we have gathered together at these memorial services, there certainly has been quite a bit of pain and grief.
But there has been, thankfully, more hope. As we have recited to one another the promises which God has
made to us in Christ, we assure one another that there is nothing that we cannot face in this life, even death,
without hope. As Romans 8:37 reminds us, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Christ
who loved us!”
I need to live in a community like this one. For the world will be hard to me and my family just like it will, and
has, been hard to you and your family. And I desperately need people around me when I get knocked down to
remind me that there is always hope. I need people to tell me again and again that one day our God who loves
us forever will put everything forever right again. For if I don’t have others around me reminding me of that,
there is a pretty good chance I will forget.
So even though this season has been hard on many of us, I am grateful for the lessons it has taught us. Mostly, I
am as grateful as I ever have been to find myself a part of this community of love and hope.
I look forward to worshiping our gracious God with you this Sunday. I really do.
Grace & Peace,
Jeff

Have a Just Christmas
Faith College Life Group to Host 2nd SERRV Sale
Don’t forget that you are invited to shop for beautiful and fairly
traded gifts, house
wares, accessories and other hand-crafted items from artisans
and farmers living in
(not for profit!!!).
developing regions by visiting our Just Christmas SERRV Sale
th
th
The sale will run for 4 weeks from November 8 to Nov 29
on Sundays in the
list!
Faith Presbyterian Church Narthex. Bring your holiday gift
Checks payable to Faith Presbyterian Church
As Christmas approaches, the largest purchasing month of the
year, we want to
provide an opportunity for all of us at Faith to consider the
power of our
purchases. With our gift buying we can uphold the Godly standards of… transparency and long term
relationships, fair pay labor, employee empowerment in decision making, equal opportunity for women, environmental
integrity in production, respect for cultural identity, reasonable working conditions, child protection from exploitation
and life sustaining payment for products.
SERRV at www.serrv.org More info. on the Just Christmas Table contact qaughn@faithpresby.org

Need a Break from the Kids?
Post-College Life Group Offering Parents Two Nights Out!
Parents! Treat yourself to a night out and free babysitting by the post-college life
group. E-mail Diana Williamson at williamson.d21@gmail.com for questions or to
sign up. Space is limited so sign up early. Parents Night Out will be offered
Saturday December 12th from 3-7 to allow parents to finish Christmas shopping or
run last minute errands. Drop off your kids and they will be enjoy an afternoon of
fun and cookie decorating (bring our favorite cookie decorating topping or
frosting). An early diner will be provided. Contact Diana to sign up.

Thanks from the Warner Family
We thank you each and everyone for the many gestures and acts of kindness our family has
received from you! We have been surrounded with your love and your prayers. George's final days
were enriched and comforted by your cards, calls and visits. Our family will always be grateful for your
support. The George Warner Family

Herman and Vernice’s new
address
Herman and Vernice Brooks c/o Eskaton
Lodge Brentwood
450 John Muir Parkway, #201, Brentwood,
CA 94513
925-516-4323

Volunteers Needed
The Sanctuary will be decorated for the
upcoming holidays on Friday, November 27th. We will
meet at 9:00am that Friday morning and help decorate
the Giving Tree and around the pews. We need
volunteers for that morning as we prepare for the
upcoming Hanging of the Greens ceremony that
coming Sunday.
If you would like to help, please call either
Kathy Ramos (689-1606) or Rick Crow (392-9141)
and let them know you will be ready to volunteer.
Thank you for your help. ---- Worship Committee

Advent at Faith
We hope you’ll make plans this Christmas season to join us at Faith for the following times of worship,
fellowship and service. Invite others along who may not already belong to a community of faith like this
one. All are welcome!

Sunday, November 29th ~ The Hanging of the Greens
A wonderful Faith tradition in worship (both services, 9:00 & 11:00) where our sanctuary is transformed for
Christmas. This is a great time to invite friends and family along.

Wednesdays, December 2, 9 & 16 ~ Advent Dinner & Worship
Join us at 6:00 for an all-church dinner in Link Hall (food will be provided, donations accepted). At 6:45,
we gather for a 30-40 minute contemplative worship in the sanctuary. This has historically been a
wonderful time for us to prepare our hearts together for the coming of Christ into our midst. It’s also a great
deal of fun!

Sundays, December 6, 13 & 20 – Advent Worship (9 and 11 a.m.)
Invite others you know to join us these Sundays for worship filled with special music and relevant messages
on the power and meaning of Christmas.

Sunday, December 20 ~ Family Christmas Caroling
Faith Family Night will sponsor this event open to all. We’ll eat together and travel to sing carols to others
in our congregation who are typically unable to get out and join us for Christmas.

Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Services
7:00 – Family Service – A celebration geared for the whole family.
11:00 – Candlelight Service - Communion will be served and the chancel choir will sing.

River City Chorale at Faith
The 60 voice River City Chorale and Orchestra along with the Bel Tempo Handbells will present their
Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 5th at 7:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary. The concert will feature a
brand new Gloria by composer Mark Hayes; selections from Benjamin Britton's Ceremony of Carols and a
musical setting of 'Twas the Night Before Christmas. The cost is $12.00 for adults and $5.00 for children
under 12 and tickets may be purchased at the door. Start your holiday season with this festive concert.

Lois Strong Update
Lois Strong, has been a long-time member of Faith Presbyterian. Due to her health we have moved her
from Sacramento to Tulsa. She is doing well and getting adjusted to her new surroundings and sends her best
wishes to her friends at Faith Presbyterian. She would enjoy hearing from you and staying n touch.
Her new mailing address is:
Lois C. Strong
8887 So. Lewis
Apt 204
Tulsa, OK 74137

From her son Steve Strong
4022 E. 87th Place
Tulsa OK 74137

Why Ethiopia? A Personal Journey.
Walt McDaniel
Earlier this year when Session discussion led to the creation of the Mission Task Force, we talked about the
importance of complementing our local mission commitment with a global emphasis. I was excited about our desire to
deepen our commitment to mission locally. I was equally excited to think about expanding our mission activities to areas
beyond our borders. Having served on a mission team that built homes in Mexico many years ago, I could quickly see
how Faith could engage in exciting mission work beyond our own borders. However, when I first heard someone throw
out the idea that we should consider areas as far away as Africa, I was a bit stunned.
My initial reaction was why should we consider such distant places for mission when there are so many in need
closer to home? After all, I had seen, first hand the depth of need that lies within just a few miles of our boarder with
Mexico. What I can tell you now is I am glad that I kept my heart and mind open to where God was leading us.
As I look back on my personal journey this past year, I see that God was at work in me though the sermon series on the
Letter from James. Perhaps you recall these words from James 2:14 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is
dead.
Looking back, I can see that God through the preaching of His Word was tilling the soil for what was to come.
Shortly after the Mission Task Force had been commissioned, Pastor Jeff mentioned that he had read a very compelling
book and suggested that it might be something I would enjoy. The book is titled “The Hole in Our Gospel” authored by
Richard Sterns, CEO of World Vision.
As I read this amazing book, several important thoughts jumped out at me. First, through the experiences of
Richard Sterns, I was reminded of how profound the needs are in Africa. Of greater importance, I was finally able to see
solutions. Solutions that we as individuals and we as a community of faith can actually get our arms around that will save
countless lives and transform entire communities for generations to come.
For me, God’s message through Richard Sterns was fresh seed planted on fertile ground. God’s message to not
only have faith, but to have works was now taking root.

So why Ethiopia?
Let me start with a quote from Albert Einstein, “Coincidence is God’s way of remaining anonymous.” Consider the
following:
1. The Presbyterian Church’s commitment to mission in Ethiopia dating back to the 1950’s.
2. The local Ethiopian Orthodox Church group who sought out Faith as a place to worship.
3. For the past several years, five to six churches in our Presbytery have been at work in Ethiopia.
4. Last year, God led Pastor Jeff and Esther to adopt two beautiful children from Ethiopia.
5. This year a new partnership is being formed between World Vision and more than 20 Sacramento area churches,
all focused on making a difference in one country: Ethiopia!
So, when our Mission Task Force returned with their recommendation that Faith join the Sacramento Initiative to
“Bring Hope to Ethiopia”, it was just another in what some may consider to be a series of coincidences. However, I do
not see these as coincidences, I believe that God is at work, and in His amazing way is waving signs in our collective
faces, telling us that we have work to do, serving our sisters and brothers in Ethiopia.
Consider the following. In Ethiopia, only 22% of the population has access to clean water. Now, consider the
fact that more than 380,000 children died in 2007 before reaching their 5th birthday. Consider the fact that when a clean
water well is introduced in an area, the infant mortality rate is immediately cut in half. Finally, consider the fact that a
clean water well costs less than $20,000. Just imagine, by working together to raise just $20,000 we can save the lives of
thousands of children year after year after year.
Once I had connected these dots, I became personally convinced that God’s call could not be any clearer and the
words from James began to ring in my ears –
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?
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Faith Women’s Retreat
The 12th annual Faith women's retreat is
scheduled for March 19 - 21, 2010 at the Mercy
Center in Auburn. Back by popular demand are
retreat leaders Joan Stock and Quinn Vaughn. This
year consider putting the retreat on your Christmas
List. Let your family and friends know you would
like the gift of retreat. And, friends and family, how
about making a deposit or full payment for the
retreat as a gift for that special woman in your life?
(We will even gift wrap a certificate for you!)
The retreat committee will be in the Narthex
December 13th after both services to answer
questions and accept payments of $100 as a
refundable deposit, or $165 for the full cost.
Laurie Richardson, lasuri@sbcglobal.net, 930-4227
if you have questions

Health Ministry
This chart will help you compare flu symptoms with cold symptoms.

Symptoms
Fever
Headache
General Aches, Pain
Fatigue, Weakness
Extreme Exhaustion
Stuffy Nose
Sneezing
Sore Throat
Chest Discomfort

Complications

Cold

Flu

Rare

Characteristic, high
(100-102 degrees F), last 3-4 days
Rare
Prominent
Slight
Usual, often severe
Mild
Can last up to 2-3 weeks
Never
Early and prominent
Common
Sometimes
Usual
Sometimes
Common
Sometimes
Mild to moderate Common, can become severe
Cough
Hacking cough
Sinus congestion Bronchitis, pneumonia

An Update from the Finance Committee
September 30th marked the end of the third quarter of our financial year. Things continue to look good from our
perspective. You may recall that our 2009 budget included a $23,000 deficit.
As of September 30th Faith’s income ($504,269) exceeds expense ($488,375).
On the income side, areas of giving continue to meet or exceed our budget plans. Thank you to all who give to
the mission of Faith Presbyterian Church (FPC), pledged and unpledged.
On the expense side, we are about $22,712 below our projected expenses. We conservatively estimate that we
will end the year with a $10,000 deficit or better.
On October 25th we held two 2010 budget forums after each service. They were well attended and we thank you
for your presence, questions, and insights. If you were not able to attend and would like information or if you
have questions about session’s proposed budget, please give Finance Elder, Maria Rodriguez a call at 421.6967
or email mmrodrig@aol.com. You are also invited to go to the elder who can speak specifically to your
question.
Session members spent much time preparing this budget; first in their committees and then as a session group.
This process began in June and culminated in our budget forums. Through prayer, listening, and discussion we
present a 2010 budget that is focused on the vision of our church, “A Community Serving Christ, Building
Disciples, and Serving All.”

Harvest Dinner & Auction
A wonderful evening of fellowship, good food, and fundraising was enjoyed by over 270 adults, teens and
children on October 11th during our Annual Harvest Dinner & Auction. The event brought in $5327 for the
Campership Fund. People were so generous with their donations and bids! Thank you!
I would like to thank the Fellowship and Harvest Dinner Team for their tireless efforts and commitment to this
event Debbie Barton, Wendy Benjamin, Amber Keasey, Betty Keller, Janet Leader, Nancy Nefsky, Lori
Nichols, Mike Nichols, Donna Touros, Tammi Whitted, and Sheron Vollstedt. A huge thank you to Kitty Tatro
and Debbie Grabowski for their tireless work in the enormous job of organizing the auction and raffle and to Pat
Tatro, our gifted MC. Special thanks also go to Jeff Simington for his solicitation of so many wonderful auction
and raffle items this year and over the years. Many thanks also go to Winnie Ling and her orchestra for the
beautiful music, and to the many other volunteers: Tanya Anderson, Brien Bell, Vergie Cornelius, Paul Keller,
Carey Kinkaid, C. J. Keasey, Jennifer May, Demetrius Moore, Greg Rapier, and David Whitted. Thank you for
your support in purchasing dinner tickets and to everyone who prepared desserts and helped in any way. We
were truly blessed by the participation and support of so many! Fellowship Elder, Lori Rapier

Do You Have a Loved One Serving in the Military?
Do you have a loved one serving in the military? We will be having a Christmas card signing to support our
service members during the first Advent Dinner on December 2, 2009. Please send the mailing and contact
information to Lori Rapier at ggl-rapier@sbcglobal.net or 424-0229. Thank you.

Children's Ministry
We are honored and blessed to have such a wonderful group of people working with the children. As you know
it takes a whole village to raise a child. Thank you, God, for sending these people to work with our children!
Week 1- Godly Play
9:00 Melissa Pitts and Julia Latimer
11:00 Melinda Lewis and Isabel Chapman

Week 1-Children's Worship
Christine Mendoza
Christine Mendoza and Andeen Lovett

Week 2
9:00 Courtney Turner
11:00 Jenny May and Jaclyn Mendoza

Week 2
Janet Leader and Maria Rodriguez
Melinda Lewis

Week 3
9:00 Pam Rock and Julia Latimer
11:00 Christine Mendoza and Lori Rapier

Week 3
Vicky Chastain and Gail Kinkennon
Vicky Chastain and Gail Kinkennon

Week 4
9:00 Sandra Harper
11:00 Ileana Maestas and Sierra Brown

Week 4
Nick and Katie Kolitsos
Ann Johnson and Andeen Lovett

This month, we are also adding new faces to our team. Our goal is to have a full team each Sunday and we are
almost there.

Family Night this Sunday, November 22nd
5:15-7:30
We hope you will join us for a fun-filled evening!

A Reflection on Treasure
The following is a recent blog entry from our Stewardship “Treasure Principle” blog. It was
written by Faith member, Maria Rodriguez, and is reprinted here with her permission.
Having just finished chapter 6, I was struck that the words of this book apply to the church (Faith Presbyterian
Church) just as they apply to me personally. In chapter 6 Mr. Alcorn encourages us to share our stories of
giving, just as we share our stories of serving. I have to admit, it makes me a little uncomfortable because I do
think about Matthew 6:1, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then
you have no reward from your Father in heaven."
And hearing the story this Sunday of the older woman who gave up her piano lessons made me feel sad for her.
As do the stories from the book of people giving up money saved for Disneyland trips and Christmas presents
and basketball teams...giving up this money for a mission trip. But here is a story from my life this week that I
just shared with a long-distance friend:
Cole (my 7 year old son) was collecting change for UNICEF on Halloween. On Sunday night John (my
husband) and I were putting our contributions into his box. I found 50 cents. John went looking for $10. Cole
went into his room and was about to put $20 of his own money in the box. "STOP"....I screamed in my mind.
Are ya crazy kid? You can't put that much money in that box.
"Cole," I said instead, "Why don't you consider putting in less?"
John is Looooookiiiiinnnng at me. See, at church we have been reading and praying and listening and thinking
about giving. The book we are reading argues that all we have belongs to God. We are just stewards of these
resources. I am the Finance Elder. John is on the Stewardship Committee. We both have been thinking a lot
about what we give to God. And here is my child calling all of my thinking into question.
I am OK with giving MY money away....but my child needs to be protected. Doesn't Cole know that he could
use that money to buy more toys? (Disregard the fact that our house has so many toys there is no more storage
space left...and most of those toys never are played with). So I bite my tongue. What I want to say is, "Cole,
that is too much. Put that $20 back in your bank and get a dollar."
What I say (because John is still Looooookkkkkkiiiiinggg at me) is, "So Cole, why do you want to put that
much money in there?"

"I like to help people," he says. Darn....what is a mother to say? Fine....put your $20 in there.
I sit back and think that my son does not know the value. I need to teach him the value of money. But...what if
....what if Cole has it right and I have it wrong? What if I am placing too much value on money?
Jesus does say that stuff about children knowing more.
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